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Foreword 

Dear Participants of the Çukurova International ELT Teacher (CUELT) Conference, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to “An Insider Voice into Practice” in Adana, Turkey.  

We have already conducted eight national ELT events here at Cukurova University. This year 

we have planned this international conference which has been rapidly recognized.   

This meeting is designed to bring ELT academicians and teachers together from national and 

international areas to stimulate the formation of new collaborations. Also, this conference will 

provide a platform to further studies supported by ELT Department, Faculty of Education, 

Cukurova University.  

The major goal of this year’s conference is to discuss new approaches in answering teaching 

and learning in ELF/ESL classes. It will also shed light into how to bridge the gap between 

theory and practice in teaching and learning languages.   

The conference will cover a range of subjects including: teaching English to young learners, 

developing and improving materials and methods in English language teaching, teaching four 

skills and educational technology in ELT. 

I want to take hold of the opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to the conference 

organization staff who have worked so hard to make this conference into a huge success.  

As a social highlight, we will have dinner in the spectacular Çukurova University Boat House 

by the Seyhan Dam Lake on 21 May. 

We wish you a fruitful and stimulating discussion during the CUELT Conference 2015 with 

colleagues from other cities and countries, 

 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hasan Bedir 

Çukurova University, Turkey 
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Assoc. Prof. Dr. Doğan BULUT (Melikşah University) 

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Esim GÜRSOY (Uludağ University) 
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Plenary Lectures 

Plenary Lecture I: 

May 22, 2015 

 

Practicing English in Classrooms with Diverse Learners 

Kathleen MALU 

William Peterson University (USA) 

When you teach English, you follow a plan. As English teachers you believe that learning a 

language must follow from one step to the next. In your lessons, you present vocabulary and 

grammar points. You organize each lesson very carefully and you ask learners to study and 

memorize what you teach. After a few lessons, you give learners exams. You hope that they 

will succeed but you know that some learners do well and others do not. Some learners 

memorize everything and some learners don’t. Each week you present new vocabulary and 

grammar. The lessons become more difficult and the learners have more to study. Sometimes 

you give learners time to practice and use English but usually you don’t have time to do this. 

Often not all learners remember everything. When this happens, the English classes have 

diverse groups of learners. The learners know and remember different words in English and 

different grammar points. What can you do with so much diversity in your classroom? 

This presentation offers strategies and activities to use with diverse learners. Are you looking 

for ideas to help learners practice English? Do you have learners from different backgrounds- 

or who have different levels of English in your classroom? In this presentation, you will learn 

many different ways to practice English with a diverse group of learners. You will have 

opportunities to experience hands-on, interactive activities that will encourage learners to 

speak, read, and write English. Handouts will be available. 
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Plenary Lecture II: 

May 21, 2015 

 

Classroom Assessment Practices in ELT 

Şehnaz ŞAHİNKARAKAŞ 

Çağ University (Turkey) 

Assessment is not and should not be limited to assessing learners’ linguistic proficiency through 

standard-based and formal examinations. Assessment is an integral part of the instructional 

process and is a pathway to explore the best route for learning and teaching process. Assessment 

gives learners the chance to see where they are in their learning process, what they can do, how 

they can learn better, and how far they can go. It also helps teachers to identify learners’ 

weaknesses and strengths, give individual feedback accordingly, and plan their curriculum in 

response to learner needs and capacities. To receive this positive impact of assessment on 

instruction, teachers need to be aware of classroom assessment practices and apply them 

precisely and appropriately. This presentation aims to present various assessment practices that 

teachers can utilize in classroom. Some of these practices may be familiar to teachers, but the 

main focus will be to raise teachers’ awareness on the underlying reasons for such practices and 

to presents ways of applying them in class to assess learners.   
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Plenary Lecture III: 

May 22, 2015 

Contemporary ELT Practices across Europe and in Turkey 

Prof. Dr. İsmail Hakkı MİRİCİ 

Hacettepe University (Turkey) 

Since educational goals are similar across Europe, the European Commission works closely 

with policy-makers to support the development of education policies in Europe in line with 

the Education and Training 2020 strategy (ET2020).The modernization agenda for  education 

fixes some key priorities for the European education system such as increasing the number of 

higher education graduates; improving the quality and relevance of teaching and learning; 

promoting mobility of students and staff and cross-border cooperation; strengthening the 

"knowledge triangle"; and linking education, research, and innovation. In order to ensure that 

these aims are met the European Commission is also developing and supporting tools to 

promote mobility in primary, secondary and higher education (such as joint projects, ECTS and 

the Diploma Supplement), and increase the recognition of skills and qualifications.  

National governments are responsible for their education and training systems and individual 

universities organize their own curricula. Therefore Turkish Ministry of Education adapts the 

European education policy in its system including the foreign language teaching practices. For 

this purpose the Board of Education used the Common European Framework of Reference for 

Languages (CEFR) as a guideline in the designing of English language programs; introduced 

the European Language Portfolio (ELP) oriented self-assessment via its website at 

adp.meb.gov.tr; foreign language teacher training departments are encouraged to use the 

European Portfolio for Student Teachers of Languages (EPOSTL) for their students’ self-

evaluation; and the government promotes the use of Europass as a tool to reflect personal, 

linguistic and professional abilities. 

The European policy oriented national implementations in English language education in 

Turkey are basically CEFR focused, which requires three educational principles such as self-

assessment, cultural diversity and learner autonomy in a lifelong learning perspective, and 

based on an action oriented approach. In such a system students in the classrooms are expected 

to be considered as independent users of the language for their personal communication needs 

both inside and outside of the school settings. Therefore English language is not considered as 

“a lesson” to study but “a language” to speak and use for communication purposes especially 

with the representatives of other cultures.  

Teachers are suggested to be the most reliable language partners of their students, course 

designers are suggested to consider descriptive and prescriptive implications of the CEFR, 

testers are suggested to remember the CEFR descriptors when developing test items, and the 

learner/users of languages are suggested to develop their metacognitive learning strategies 

through self-assessment practices (keeping an ELP model) in a self-directed learning process.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/attainment_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/attainment_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/quality-relevance_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/mobility-cbc_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/higher-education/knowledge-innovation-triangle_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/ects_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/diploma-supplement_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/education/tools/naric_en.htm
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Plenary Lecture IV: 

May 22, 2015 

 

What kind of teacher am I? What kind of teacher would I like to be? A few remarks on the 

importance of reflection in a teacher’s professional life 

Katarzyna Papaja 

University of Silesia (Poland) 

 

What kind of teacher am I? What kind of teacher would I like to be? These are the questions 

that many teachers ask themselves throughout their teaching career. When trying to answer 

these questions each teacher should reflect on his / her teaching practice. Reflection in teaching 

was defined as the process of introspection or retrospection concerning the teacher’s thoughts 

and actions before, during and after the lesson (Bailey et al. 2001). Reflection is a creative 

process and each teacher as a reflective ‘practitioner’ should be able to evaluate his / her 

teaching methods. Reflection requires open-mindedness, responsibility, teaching enthusiasm as 

well as the ability to cooperate with other teachers in order to share ‘reflective thoughts’ and 

experiences.  

The aim of this presentation is to provide an outline of the research on the role of reflection 

among teachers starting with a brief description of the features of an ‘ideal teacher’ and the 

place of reflection in a teacher’s professional life. The study, which is to be presented, was 

conducted among teachers from different types of schools – Primary School, Junior High 

School and Secondary School. The main aim of the study was to find out what kind of teachers 

the participants of the study are and what kind of teachers they would like to be. More than 80 

teachers participated in the study and they were asked to take part in an interview. Special 

questions had been designed for the purpose of the study. The most interesting answers are to 

be presented and analysed in the presentation.  
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Coffee Break 
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Young Learners 

Pınar SALI & Ebru ATAK DAMAR Researching ELT Trainees’ Views 

about Research 

Chair Person: Asst. Prof. Dr. Gülden TÜM 

Fatih GÜNGÖR Sociocultural Adjustment of International Students 

in  Turkish Universities  

Amir KHALILZADEH Should We Include or Exclude Teaching 

Cultural Matters in TEFL? 

Ebru DÜNYAGÜZELİ & Meryem MİRİOĞLU The Effects of 

Self-Regulated Learning Strategies on Self Efficacy Beliefs of 

Primary Level Turkish Students at EFL Context 
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Full Abstracts 

Ahmed Talib Juma AL-

AFARI 

Sohar University (Oman) 
Session I 

Room A 

11.30- 12.30 

Changing Students` Attitude towards Learning English 

Despite the fact that English language teaching (ELT) has been an important international activity and a large business 

industry for the past five decades or so, teachers have experienced the frustration, and even disappointment, of spending 

never-ending attempts on their students but getting very little in return.  

There are groups of students who miss classes, do not do their homework, come to class unprepared, ask about and study 

only for and just before exams, rarely learn from their mistakes, not bothered about practicing English outside the class, 

and miss the English class to study for another subjects‟ exams, etc. 

This paper, therefore, argues for the duties and responsibilities of students of English Language and transferring from 

spoon fed students to active learners. The paper suggests a structure for a steady handover of some of the responsibilities 

conventionally held by teachers to the students, stressing the role of the teacher in assisting students instead of depending 

on the teacher. 

Amir KHALILZADEH 

Islamic Azad University 

(Salmas Branch) 
Session II 

Room B 

13.30- 14.30 

Should We Include or Exclude Teaching Cultural Matters in TEFL? 

The present study aims to demonstrate that, firstly, language and culture are intertwined to such an extent that they cannot 

be separated to be studied or taught and secondly, the study claims that teaching English as a foreign language necessitates 

teaching its culture as it is impossible to teach a language without teaching its cultural matters.  

Littlewood (1981) asserts: “When we try to adopt new speech patterns, we are to some extent giving up markers of our 

own identity in order to adopt those of another cultural group. In some respects, too, we adopt another culture’s ways of 

perceiving the world.” Englebert (2004) argues: “…to teach a foreign language is also to teach a foreign culture…”  

The study shows that in the situations where cultural matters are not included in the educational program, the educational 

ends are not reached perfectly, so the language learners in such situations will not be able to communicate well and easily. 

Grammatical and lexical competence alone will not help language learners to gain fluency and to successfully socialize in 

the foreign language. Consequently, language learners, in addition to acquiring linguistic competence in a foreign language, 

should gain intercultural competence, too.  

As with the results of the study, it may be claimed that teaching English as a foreign language without dealing 

with its cultural matters will not lead us to English language teaching (ELT) purposes; rather it may lead to 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation. So, teaching culture should be an obligatory and important part of the 

curriculum. 

Ayat Khalid Al-QUDAH 

Balqa Applied University 

(Jordan) 
Session II 

Room B 

15.50- 16.50 

Acquisition of Some Selected Phrasal Verbs by English Major Undergraduates at Yarmouk University in Jordan 

This study aimed at identifying the acquisition level of some selected phrasal verbs by the English major undergraduates 

at Yarmouk University in Jordan in the light of the variables: gender and academic level. It also aimed at identifying the 

errors they make in the acquisition of those phrasal verbs. The population od the study consisted 1200 English major 

undergraduates at Yarmouk university. The research sample consisted of 120 students. The researcher developed a forty-

item acquisition test to assess students’ acquisition test areas: semantics, structure, collocations and phonology. The 



18 
 

collected data were computed and analyzed by using the SPSS program. Error analysis technique was used to clarify errors 

and the test was analyzed quantitatively. 

The results indicate that (67.5%) of the responses were above (50%) whereas (32.5%) were below (50%). The students did 

best in the area of structures with a mean of (78.3%) and the most difficult section was phonology with a mean of (36.7%). 

Results indicated that there were significant statistical differences between the students in the acquisition of the phrasal 

verbs attributed to the academic level in favor of the fourth and third year students on semantics and collocations. The 

findings revealed no significant differences between students attributed to gender. 

The study was concluded with some recommendations based on the findings. 

Cengiz TURAN 

Adana Science and 

Technology University 

(Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

13.00- 14.00 

Access to UG and Transfers from L1 in the Acquisition of Relative Clauses by Turkish L2 Learners of English. 

This study investigates the acquisition of relative clauses by Turkish Second Language (L2) learners of English in order to 

find out the extent of learners’ access to UG and transfers from L1 and in this context to observe the extent to which they 

reset the head-final parameter of Turkish into the head-initial parameter of English. Five hypotheses (Full Transfer/Partial 

Access, Full Transfer/Partial Access, Full Transfer/Full Access, Full Transfer/Full Access, Partial Transfer/Partial Access) 

from White (2000) were employed to explain the acquisition of relative clauses by Turkish learners of English in this study. 

Three tasks, a 30-item grammaticality judgment task, 5-item translation task and 5-item scrambled sentence task, were 

administered to 105 participants (35 pre-intermediate (C2), 35 intermediate (B1) and 35 upper-intermediate (B2)). 

Statistical tools (Anova test, Scheffe test) were used to bring a comparative analysis of the obtained data. It was found that 

although learners reset their L1 head-direction parameter in pre-intermediate and intermediate levels in line with their 

proficiency, in the upper-intermediate level, participants did not statistically perform better than those in intermediate level, 

and this conclusion suggests that in this level access to UG is limited. On the other hand, first language transfers were 

observed in every proficiency group although the percentages of transfer decreased in line with their level. These findings 

suggest that according to the classification from White (2000), Full Transfer/Partial Access is valid in the acquisition of 

English relative clause of Turkish L2 learners of English. 

Ebru DÜNYAGÜZELI & 

Meryem MIRIOĞLU 

Çukurova University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room B 

13.30- 14.30 

The Effects of Self-Regulated Learning Strategies on Self Efficacy Beliefs of Primary Level Turkish Students at 

EFL Context 

In language learning literature, the term ‘self efficacy’ has widely been accepted to have a crucial role, particularly for 

learners’ academic success, self-regulation and motivation, throughout all the stages of their language learning process. In 

this respect, this study aims to investigate how self efficacy beliefs of young EFL learners are affected by the 

implementation of  self-regulated learning strategies. 

Williams & Burden (2004) point out the fact that the prior importance in language teaching is given to the views of 

behaviorism, humanism and cognitivism, while social-interactionist views have less been discussed and attracted attention 

in ELT domain. In this regard, we intentionally based our study on a social interactionist theory: Vygotsky’s ZPD concept 

(Zone of Proximal Development) which contrasted sharply Piaget’s biological timetables and stages development theory; 

considering that responsibility of one’s learning ought to begin within the very early period of his/her learning process. 

Our ultimate purpose of this study, at Turkish State School Kocabaş Primary School in Denizli, is to see the reflections of 

: whether self-regulated strategy training has considerable effects on self-efficacy beliefs of pupils in learning English, how 
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self-efficacy beliefs and SRL (Self-Regulated Learning) interact with each other and does this interaction indeed contribute 

to learners’ self confidence in learning a foreign language. 

Eda ERCAN DEMİREL & 

Selma DURAK ÜĞÜTEN 

Necmettin Erbakan 

University (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

14.10- 15.10 

Using Learning Strategies to Foster Autonomy 

Strategies are specific methods of approaching a problem or a task, modes of operation for achieving a particular end, 

planned designs for controlling and manipulating certain information. They are contextualized “battle plans” that might 

vary from moment to moment, or from one situation to another, or even from one culture to another. Strategies vary within 

an individual (Brown, 2000,p.119). 

Taking “learner” as the key to real success, learning strategies are indispensable within the learning process. Rubin 

(1987,p.15), emphasises the importance of learning strategies in the language learning process as: “all other things being 

equal, some students will be more successful than others in learning a second or foreign language. The learning strategy 

literature assumes that some of this success can be attributed to particular sets of cognitive and metacognitive behaviours 

which learners engage in. As learners are actively engaged in their process of learning using the strategies, they develop 

self-awareness and are led to the direct way towards autonomy. 

Now that these skills being effective in enhancing autonomy and self-awareness of the students in learning, then why not 

find more ways to develop these skills? Having this in mind, this study provides a step by step lesson plan and procedure 

covering these strategies. 

Elçin PETEK 

Çukurova University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room B 

14.40- 15.40 

Improving Pre-service English Teachers’ Awareness on Critical Thinking and Its Role in Language Education 

For expressing themselves, humans need words as invaluable tools of communication. While some words have a global 

meaning, some others may reveal culture bound differences which may lead to misperceptions. The word “critical”, despite 

having a constructive meaning in English in the educational context, unfortunately carries a negative connotation in 

Turkish. In this manner, lack of awareness regarding the true meaning of critical thinking may explain why it is still not 

given enough attention in the language teaching context notwithstanding its significant role in learning.   

Therefore, this study aims to investigate whether a 3-week cognitive training on the educational meaning of critical thinking 

and its role in language learning brings about any change in the awareness level of pre-service English teachers. Having 

been guided with related reading resources, tasks and a specific technique (The PMI) developed by Edward de Bono (1985), 

participants demonstrated an increased awareness of critical thinking as an educational concept and its use in English 

teaching. The results of the study are expected to be enlightening for designing realistic and effective pre-service training 

programs to integrate critical thinking into English language teaching. 

 

Elif KABAK 

Istanbul AYDIN University 

(Turkey) 
Session I 

Room B 

11.30- 12.30 

Writing: A Study on the Relationship between Background Knowledge, Pre-Vocabulary Instruction and EFL 

Students’ Quality of Writing 

The purpose of this study is to identify the relationship between student writers’ background and vocabulary knowledge, 

and the efficiency of their vocabulary use in writing. 40 intermediate level of English preparatory students all of whom are 

learners of English as a second language participated in this study. The participants were divided into two groups as 

experimental and control. The students in experimental group received background information through two reading 

passages and pre-vocabulary instruction related to a certain writing topic.  On the other hand, the students in control group 
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received unrelated instruction. Following the process, both groups were asked to complete one writing task. Based on the 

data obtained from the results, the study examined whether the students in experimental group would improve the quality 

of their writing in comparison to the ones in control group. The results indicated that the vocabulary size of the students in 

experimental group in writing task was relatively high and they were more successful in content development. 

Enhancing vocabulary knowledge and providing background information related to a certain writing task increased the 

quality of student writers’ in writing skill. Students in experimental group were able to transfer the acquisition in one skill 

(vocabulary/reading) to another (writing), which contributed to the process of second language learning. Showing the 

correlation between different skills in second language learning process, this study will contribute to future researches on 

similar topics. 

Eser ÖRDEM 

Adana Science and 

Technology University 

(Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

13.00- 14.00 

A Student’s Interlanguage: An Idiographic Case Study 

This study aims to focus on a foreign language learner’s motivation and its effect on language acquisition. The study was 

idiographic and mainly three-fold involving triangulation. The participant was asked to keep a journal at intervals. She was 

also given some topics to write both paragraphs and essays. In addition, as an elicitation task she was given some topics to 

talk about different topics. Lastly, she was given some grammatical judgment tests. In addition to these elicitation tasks, 

her psychological account of motivation and anxiety related to her language learning process was also added. The study 

showed that her motivation did not make her language better due to the classroom environment, materials and teachers’ 

teaching methods. In addition, the study suggested that the participant’s syntactic behaviour in writing and oral skills has 

not developed significantly in a seven month period but that her lexical development was relatively more significant than 

her syntactic behaviour. 

Esim GÜRSOY 

Uludağ University (Turkey) 
Session II 

Room A 

13.30- 14.30 

ELT Teacher Qualifications for Teaching English to Young Learners  

The recent changes in the ELT primary curriculum in Turkey as a result of the 4+4+4 education system have raised many 

issues concerning teacher development and led to discussions regarding teacher qualifications for teaching English at the 

primary schools. One of the changes in the curriculum was to lower compulsory English instruction to second grade, which 

previously started at the fourth grade. Such change required the need for more English teachers to work at the primary 

school and even for younger children. It was about the same time that there were discussions about assigning classroom 

teachers to teach English. Although not put into practice this has raised some important questions concerning the 

qualifications of primary ELT teachers. In the European Union primary school language teacher qualifications are 

identified by the Goethe Institute in the Nuremberg Recommendations in Early Language Learning. Considering Turkey’s 

attempts to enter the EU, the European standards for teacher preparation and qualifications stand as criteria for Turkey to 

improve the teacher development process and helping prospective teachers gain the required qualifications to teach young 

learners. From this perspective the current study aims at investigating prospective teachers self-conceptions about primary 

school language teacher qualifications. Quantitative and qualitative data for the study was collected from 100 fourth year 

prospective teachers at a large state university in Turkey via a questionnaire. The instrument was prepared by taking 

Nuremberg Recommendations for teacher qualifications into consideration. The participants were asked to self-assess 

themselves on a five-point scale, which indicates the degree of agreement with the given items. The instrument was found 

reliable with a .888 alpha value. The results showed that the participants are least comfortable with their language fluency 
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and knowledge about the target language culture. However, belief in lifelong learning and knowledge about the 

methodological aspects of teaching children were accepted more. The findings of the research will have implications for 

language teacher preparation for the primary school. 

Fatih GÜNGÖR 

Afyon Kocatepe University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room B 

13.30- 14.30 

Sociocultural Adjustment of International Students in Turkish Universities 

In recent years, countries especially well-developed ones have been striving in order to fascinate international students to 

study in their countries. However, in Turkey, the majority of studies have focused on raising awareness about international 

students thanks to the incoming and outgoing Erasmus students. The primary focus of this paper is to understand (I) how 

proficient they are in languages, (II) the social support given to the international students, (III) the actual contact of 

international students with Turks, and, in turn, to convey their suggestions through clarifying the similarities and 

differences between Turkish culture and their own cultures. Regarding the difficulties international students faced in 

Turkey due to cultural distance, the main conclusion is that universities should invest in international students by focusing 

on their needs such as accommodation, social activities, and language courses. 

Fatih TOY, Hüseyin ATEŞ & 

Gökhan ÇOPUR 

Süleyman Demirel University 

(Turkey) 
Session III 

Room A 

11.00- 12.00 

Analyzıng the Item Characterıstıcs of a Mock Exam 

This study primarily aims to come to a conclusion about the reliability of the English part of a mock version test by 

considering the results of data analysis. Bearing this goal in mind, we have taken a detailed look into item characteristics 

(item facility, item discrimination, distractor efficiency) and reached final recommendations on whether the MCI (Multiple 

Choice Items) should be revised or not. In this research, the English part of a mock test was applied to ninety 8th graders in 

a secondary school. The data were collected via optical answer sheets. Descriptive and frequency statistics were used to 

analyze the responses of the participants. The results suggest that the test is difficult and unsufficient in discriminating 

between high-ability and low-ability students. Moreover, it doesn’t asses the learning objectives of the participants 

effectively. In ELT assessment, particularly tests of MCI have recently been criticized for the reason that they are 

considered to have lack in assessing the higher level skills of learning practices of students. English part of the mentioned 

mock version test has been found out to assess the basic levels of language learning, like word recognition and 

comprehension. That is, MCIs are seen inadequate to assess skills at semantic and pragmatic levels but just dealing with 

syntactic level. In other words, MCIs are considered as decontextualized. As a result, some of the test items need to be 

replaced or revised. 

Fatma YUVAYAPAN 

Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam 

University (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

14.10- 15.10 

A Need for Conceptually Fluent Language Learners: Rethinking the Use of Translation Method in the Teaching of 

Idioms 

Recently the notion of conceptual fluency has attracted much attention owing to its potential to native-like use of foreign 

language. It has conclusively been shown that comprehending the concepts of the target language, L2 learners may acquire 

the ability to speak as native speakers. Situated within the framework of developing conceptual fluency of L2 learners, this 

study examined whether the type of instruction has an effect on the conceptual fluency development of beginner level adult 

EFL learners. The participants consisting of 38 beginner level preparatory students of School of Foreign Languages of 

Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam University were divided into two groups. The experimental group was exposed to a 

translation method rested on the comparison of L1 and L2 concepts to learn idioms taken from the songs while the control 

group learned these idioms through traditional translation method. The data included students’ one minute response paper 
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gathered after each treatment which lasted 3 weeks and a 20 item-multiple-choice post-test. An ANCOVA analysis of the 

post-test scores showed that the experimental group accomplished better than the control group. The content analysis of 

the students’ one minute response paper also highlighted that translation method rested on the comparison of L1 and L2 

concepts increased the awareness of the participants towards the non-literal meaning of English idioms. It appears that 

translation method comparing L1 and L2 concepts might contribute to the conceptual fluency development of beginner 

level adult L2 learners. 

Gülderen SAĞLAM 

Uludağ University (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

15.20- 16.20 

 

Exploring Student-Teachers Understanding of Environment; Their Views on the Issues 

Many governors aimed at having knowledgeable teachers and citizens who concern about the biophysical/non-biophysical 

environments and their associated problems, aware of how to help solve these problems. Furthering that idea, governments 

are also targeted to have motivated teachers/citizens to work towards solutions of those recognized problems. Originated 

from such expectations of Turkish government- knowledgeable and eager to act environmentally educated teachers of 

English, student teachers of English are educated about environmental issues via inclusion of Environmental Education 

(EE) into FLE2015 Public Speaking course in two groups as a pilot study. 60 participants -student teachers of year two, 

term five in Uludağ University accepted to work for better enlightenment about environmental education. In the procedure 

of the term long course, participants are asked to watch and discuss “Home” documentary prepared by National Geographic 

and handed in varied academic articles to read, analyze and rewrite their speech content in a popular manner by using PPS 

program in the condition of course requirements. Participants’ understanding of environment and their views on the 

environmental issues both in PPS and their speech videos are analyzed by using thematic coding system used in qualitative 

data analysis. In the findings of analysis, thematic groups about their understanding of environment and related views on 

the issues are appeared as fundamental problems of environment in big cities(non-biophysical environment) such as health, 

education, tourism, nutrition, approaches to environmental education, pollution, consuming and issues of fashion.  The 

findings prove that student-teachers understand the environment of their own experienced real life issues, but not the 

biophysical environment which they claim that they have almost no contact with.  

Hatice OKYAR 

Necmettin Erbakan 

University (Turkey) 
Session II 

Room A 

14.40- 15.40 

An Investigation into Autonomy, Motivation and Anxiety Levels of Language Learners 

Language learner autonomy, motivation and anxiety are the concepts which are commonly encountered in the field of 

language learning and teaching. This study aimed to investigate the relationship among these three factors: autonomy, 

motivation and anxiety levels of language learners. Quantitative data were gathered in this research study through the 

administration of a learner autonomy scale, a motivation scale and finally, a foreign language anxiety scale. The results of 

the data analysis demonstrated that there was a positive correlation between autonomy and motivation levels of the learners. 

Contrary to this, there was a negative correlation between autonomy and anxiety. It was also found that there was a negative 

correlation between motivation and anxiety levels of the learners. 

Hazal ÇEPİK & 

Evindar ÇEPİK 
Session II 

Room A 

13.30- 14.30 

Language Teacher Education in Turkey: The Perspectives of Pre-Service English Language Teachers 

It is a well known fact that the role of teacher education is a vital factor in language teaching. It is crucial to carry out 

sufficient and influential teacher education program so as to teach a language effectively. There are lots of studies on 

language teacher education in Turkey, but it is also necessary to know views and expectations of pre-service English 

teachers. This study aims to investigate pre-service EFL teachers’ perceptions on teacher education program they are 
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engaged in. Participants consist of 30 students studying in the last year of English language teacher education program in 

Turkey. In this qualitative study, the data were obtained from reflective writings of participants and interviews. The 

participants were asked questions to identify their perceptions of teacher education program, and their expectations about 

it. In this study, the findings will be analysed qualitatively and discussed in the light of related literature.  

Hilal ERTÜRK & 

Harun ŞİMŞEK 

Necmettin Erbakan 

University (Turkey) 
Session II 

Room A 

15.50- 16.50 

An EFL Course Book Evaluation: Unique 6, Teachers’ Students’ Perspectives 

English Language Teaching (ELT) course books still continue to keep their prominent role in the ELT classrooms despite 

the recent technologies introduced in the area. The selection and evaluation of course books which are frequently preferred 

classroom materials come to the forefront with a view to enhance teaching and learning process. The present study aims to 

find out the 6th grade students’ and English as a Foreign Language (EFL) teachers’ perspectives on the current 6th grade 

ELT course book related to issues like course book design, subject matter and language type.    

The data were collected using both quantitative and qualitative methods. The participants of the study were 100 6th grade 

students and 150 EFL teachers from different schools in Meram, Karatay and Selçuklu districts of Konya. The 

questionnaires with a list of pre-determined evaluation criteria were administered to both students and teachers and 

interviews were conducted with 12 randomly chosen teachers. 

The results of the study have revealed the difference between the students’ and teachers’ views on the course book in 

relation to the given evaluation criteria. The students have remarked positive views on these criteria while teachers hold 

more negative views on the related issues.         

Iskender Hakkı SARIGÖZ 

Gazi University (Turkey) 
Session III 

Room B 

11.00- 12.00 

Eclectic Techniques Matrix for Constructivist Foreign Language Teaching 
Foreign language teaching undergoes constant changes due to the methodological developments. It is not realistic 

to suggest a single language teaching method and its techniques for all purposes. The inflexibility of mid-century 

methods has long gone. Today, constructivist foreign language teaching trends attempt to see the learner as a 

whole person and an individual who may be different than the others in the class in many respects. At the same 

time, the individual differences should not keep the learners away from group harmony. For this reason, teaching 

programs in the post methods era may require eclectic teaching matrixes for unit design considering the mixed 

ability and mixed intelligence groups. In other words, the collection of foreign language teaching techniques 

compiled in teaching units for a particular group of learners has to be arranged according to the perspective 

discussed above. Nevertheless, designing a teaching format of this sort is a demanding and highly criticized task. 

This paper briefly argues eclecticism in language-skills based methodological struggle from the perspective of 

ELT teacher education. 

Kenan AKARSLAN 

Adana Science and 

Technology University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room B 

Raising Awareness of Teaching or Learning Vocabulary through Latin and Greek Roots among English Teachers 

and Learners in Turkey 

Vocabulary knowledge is the most daunting part of language learning as there are thousands of words before a learner. 

According to Lewis (1979) a ten-year-old child learns hundreds of new words every year. Everybody learns their mother 

tongue without even thinking about it. What is the secret of us, as children, in learning a language without even noticing? 

we should grasp the opportunity to guess, retain and gain the power to control the meaning of English words with the use 
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15.50- 16.50 of roots and affixes. Akarslan (2013) alleges that “a student who has acquired the ability to dissect a new word into its root 

and affixes will have developed his/her guessing power without first referring to a dictionary.” Studies show that analysing 

words by dissecting words into word parts/roots/stems and awareness of word formation is useful not only in guessing or 

inferencing meanings but also supporting reading comprehension by providing the opportunity to learn, retain and recall 

the words. 

The aim of this article is to raise awareness about the effectiveness of teaching vocabulary through Latin and Greek roots. 

Some points as to how teachers should teach vocabulary through roots will be highlighted. In the final part of the article, 

awareness of teaching words through roots will be encouraged through a sample mini-syllabus and the results of a 

questionnaire and written interview will be discussed. 

Khalid Yousef Awwad Al-

QUDAH 

Al Al-Bayt University 

(Jordan) 
Session IV 

Room A 

14.10- 15.10 

The Obstacles to Mastering English Speaking Skill That Encounter the Students at the Public Schools in Jordan 

This study aims to identify the difficulties and the obstacles to mastering English speaking skill that encounter students in 

Jordan. Identifying those difficulties and obstacles may help EFL teachers, students and educational decision makers to 

use the effective methods and strategies of teaching and the proper instructional media and develop the English language 

textbooks. The researcher will review the related literature and survey the previous study conducted in this field. The 

researcher will classify the finding of this study into four categories: 1- obstacles related to the teacher 2- obstacles related 

to the students 3- obstacles related to the textbook and 4- obstacles related to the environment. The study will be conducted 

with some recommendations.  

Mahmut ÖZKAN & Reyhan 

AĞÇAM Kahramanmaraş 

Sütçü İmam University 

(Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

15.20- 16.20 

 

Gamification in Online EFL Education: Does It Make a Difference? 

Defined as integrating game elements and game design techniques into non-game contexts, gamification has been a buzz 

word in education for the last couple of years. Many educators around the globe are gamifying online courses in an attempt 

to increase user motivation and engagement. An increasing number of studies indicate that gamification has positive effects 

(Dominiguez et al., 2013; Hamari, Koisivo, & Sarsa, 2014); however, it is also referred to as a hype (Groh, 2012) which 

has its potential drawbacks (Deterding, 2010; Lee & Hammer, 2011). This study aims to investigate the language learners’ 

perceptions of an e-learning platform with and without gamification elements (e.g., content unlocking, earning badges, 

and comparing statistics, etc.) within the context of an English Preparatory Program at a state university in Turkey. Forty 

non-English major first grade students attending two different classes of the preparatory program are offered a weekly 2-

hour Self-Access Course in the computer lab under the supervision of the researchers, where they used the e-learning 

platform, i.e. Moodle, throughout a semester. The study comprises three stages. In the first stage, which takes two weeks, 

the participants are introduced to the Self-Access Course and Moodle. In the second stage, the gamified version of Moodle 

will be used for four weeks. And in the consecutive four weeks (i.e. the final stage), the gamification elements will be 

excluded from Moodle. At the end of the second and third stages, the participants will be distributed surveys investigating 

their experiences in the gamified and non-gamified versions of the e-learning platform. In order to support the data received 

from the surveys, interviews will be carried out at the end of the study and the researchers’ observations will be taken into 

consideration. The tracking system of Moodle will also be examined in order to explore the extent of student engagement 

in the system. The findings are expected to offer new insights into the use of gamification in online English language 

education at Preparatory Programs. 
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Manolya AKYÜZ 

Ministry of National 

Education (Turkey) 
Session II 

Room B 

14.40- 15.40 

Improving the Critical Thinking Skills of 8th Grade Students through Using Six Thinking Hats Technique) 

Critical thinking is the intellectually disciplined process of conceptualizing, applying, analyzing, synthesizing, and 

evaluating information actively and gathering it by generating, observing, experiencing, reflecting, reasoning and 

communicating. John Dewey (1933) pointed out that learning to think is the central purpose of education and by engaging 

students at a crucial time in their developmental process, we can lay the foundation for good critical thinkers. And another 

important factor in terms of critical thinking, is curriculum. The Curriculum of 8th Grade Students is neither challenging 

students to think critically about scholarly subjects nor helping them improve the reasoning abilities needed to deal 

successfully with the complexities of modern life. It is then essential to supervise the efficiencies of the curriculum 

regarding the critical thinking enhancements made. One of the important techniques to improve the critical thinking skills 

of students is Six Thinking Hats Technique (de Bono, 1985). It is is a thinking tool that helps students become more critical 

and creative thinkers through the use of the simple mental metaphor—thinking hats. Each hat is a different color and each 

color represents a different thinking ingredient: White hat-facts, Red hat-feelings, Green hat-creativity, Yellow hat-

benefits, Black hat-cautions, Blue hat-process. Thus, the purpose of this study is adapting the textbook with Six Thinking 

Hats Technique in order to improve the critical thinking skills of 8th grade students and observing their improvement in 

process. A case study will be carried out including 17 students in 8th grade in a state school in Ordu. A questionnaire will 

be given to students and they will be interviewed and observed in process. Six Thinking Hats Technique has been applied 

to students three times and has been continuing to be applied in each unit of textbook in process. This study will try to find 

the answers to the questions of whether Six Thinking Hats Technique improves the critical thinking skills of students and 

whether it is useful for students to adapt the textbook with Six Thinking Hats Technique. There will be a workshop with 

participants by using Six Thinking Hats Technique and they will be actively involved in the workshop I will be presenting. 

Mehmet Burçin ÖZKAN 

Ministry of National 

Education (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

14.10- 15.10 

 

Tiered Activity Model in EFL Classrooms 

Although students have different learning styles, learning strategies, language level and types of intelligences in EFL 

classrooms, they have the same classroom activities. Choosing appropriate activities for students’ learning styles has 

important effects  on the students’ success; for this reason, teachers design different activities in language classes. "Tiered 

activities can focus all of the students on the same essential understandings or skills, but at different levels of complexity, 

abstractness and open-endedness" (Tobin and McInnes, 2008 p.6). In this study, one of the course subjects is chosen from 

5th class curriculum, and tiered activity is conducted for teaching the subject. Before the students are divided into the 

groups, their types of intelligences are determined both through an observation and a questionnaire. After the students are 

divided into groups according to their types of intelligences, different tasks are given to them according to their types of 

intelligence. The tasks form different parts of the same classroom subject. The aim of the study is to adapt an alternative 

classroom activity to our FL classes to improve success in EFL learning in Turkey. 

Muhammed Metin ÇAMELİ 

Istanbul Aydın University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room A 

The Role Varying Viewpoints of Readers Play in Examining a Novel: A Study on Reader- Response Approach and 

Personal Construct Theory 

The primary goal of this study is to find out perspectives of a group of English language learners as autonomous readers 

upon a detailed examination of a novel throughout eight sessions named as “literature sessions” held on a weekly basis. 

The study is based on the implementation of a process incorporating the assumptions of Reader- Response Approach and 
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15.50- 16.50 Personal Construct Theory as the fundamental means in its essence. The novel examined during the sessions referred was 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen and the participants consisted of 10 prospective ELT and ELL Departments students 

attending sessions at Istanbul Aydın University English Preparatory School in 2012 -2013 Academic Year. A questionnaire 

administered that aimed to find out the attitudes of the participants to the act of reading a novel from many aspects was 

given at first. Following that, literature sessions were held and written responses of the learners about the topics discussed 

were collected and the points on which they agreed or disagreed were illustrated with the help of tables. The analysis of 

the response papers collected and the tables presented in relation to the analysis referred in the study were very serviceable 

in making an observation of the shift in their perspectives of themselves as independent learners. This being the case, this 

study with its results may be an initiative for other studies concerned with the same issue with more participants. 

M. Oğuz KUTLU & 

Şadiye KORKMAZ 

Çukurova University & 

Ministry of National 

Education (Turkey) 
Session I 

Room A 

11.30- 12.30 

English Language Course And Nature Of Science In Secondary School For Grade 8th 

The major purpose of this research was to examine the learners' use knowledge of nature of science in English learning 

process during the unit: Success Stories: A Living Scientist according to content and language integrated learning (CLIL). 

For this study, data were collected from 105 8th grade students attends a state secondary school in the province of Adana, 

Turkey during the 2014-2015 academic year. The data were gathered by the questionnaire that was prepared by the 

researchers, who collected the data in three weeks. The descriptive statistics were used. The frequencies, percentages, 

means and standard deviations were considered in the process of data analysis, which was performed using spss for 

windows 11.5. The data analysis showed that the means of items. Item1 (Scientist studies only in the field of science), 

Item2 (Scientist studies only in the field of social-human science), Item6 (scientist is much concerned with his/her errors), 

Item13 (Scientist's life is filled with success), Item14 (Scientist was a successful student in his school life) and Item16 

(Scientist's life is always full of happiness) were low, whereas the means of the other items on the questionnaire were high. 

Nuray GROVE 
Session I 

Room A 

11.30- 12.30 

Making Reading English Texts “Digestible” and Fun 

Reading in a second language can sometimes be frustrating for English language learners (ELL), and can be equally 

frustrating for teachers, as well. Therefore, even though reading is one of the most effective ways of improving language 

skills in general, students may not have motivation to read. As Bamford and Day (1997:7) state, "until students read in 

quantity, they will not become fluent readers."  Therefore, we have to find ways to make our ELLs read more. This 

presentation will demonstrate how a radio program broadcast on National Public Radio in the U.S. can be used effectively 

to make reading more enjoyable.  The materials for this presentation include several reading texts and comprehension 

activities. The presenter will demonstrate how the ELLs can read faster and improve their reading comprehension by 

adopting certain reading techniques. Once they start reading more, they will become “fluent readers”, and once they 

become fluent readers, their English proficiency will improve. 

Özgül BALCI, Selma 

DURAK ÜĞÜTEN & 

Neslihan KÖK 

Necmettin Erbakan 

University (Turkey) 
Session II 

Who Is an Autonomous Learner? 

Learner autonomy is a kind of concept that cannot be easily defined and  has become a central theme in language teaching 

and learning through history. Holec who was the father of the term defined learner autonomy as 'the ability to take charge 

of one's learning' (1981).  It aims to prepare learners to take the responsibility of their own learning through their lives. It  

does not mean learner isolation from learning atmosphere. Learners should decide on their aims, their methods of learning  
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14.40- 15.40 
and even they should sometimes assess themselves. This paper will focus on  learner autonomy,  characteristics of an 

autonomous learner and the things that should be done to foster autonomy in the classroom. 

Pınar SALI & 

Ebru ATAKDAMAR  

Uludağ University (Turkey) 
Session II 

Room A 

13.30- 14.30 

Researching ELT Trainees’ Views about Research 

‘Teacher as a researcher’ is one of the key roles strongly emphasised in the field of English Language Teaching (ELT).  

The widely-held belief is that language teachers as researchers would generate their own pedagogical theories informing 

their teaching practices and thus become more innovative, reflective and critical as practitioners.   The strong emphasis on 

this teacher role has led to the inclusion of research methodology courses in ELT programmes.  However, although ‘teacher 

as a researcher’ is considered a very central role and ELT programmes are in pursuit of training their trainees to become 

reflective practitioners through research, how ELT trainees, who are the agents for the actualisation of this teacher role, 

construe ‘research’ itself remains unanswered and unexplored. The present study thus set out to unearth ELT trainees’ 

perceptions of ‘research’.  An understanding of these perceptions seems to be essential to contribute to the development of 

ELT trainees’ attitudes towards ‘research’ and to enable those trainees to become reflective and inquisitive teachers 

creating their own knowledge.  

The participants of the study were 4th-year ELT trainees in a large state university in Turkey. Data were collected by means 

of a questionnaire with two parts. The first part consisted of close-ended items from the Jacksonville Attitudes toward 

Research Survey (JARS) and asked the participants to state their views about research and research methodology in general.  

In the second part were included open-ended questions which aimed to reveal the participants’ views about their own 

research experiences in their courses.  Data were analysed both qualitatively and quantitatively.   

In the present study, only data from the first part of the questionnaire were presented and discussed.  The preliminary 

analysis of this data seemed to point to the participants’ lack of awareness of the usefulness and relevancy of ‘research’ for 

their professional development. 

Reyhan AĞÇAM & Mahmut 

ÖZKAN Kahramanmaraş 

Sütçü İmam University 

(Turkey) 
Session III 

Room A 

11.00- 12.00 

Investigating Students’ Perceptions of Language Testing and Assessment in Higher Education 

Assessment is a wide range of activities that involve gathering and examining data for the purpose of improving teaching 

and learning (Halpern et al., 1993: 23). More specifically, it is defined as ‘the process of collecting information about a 

student to aid in decision making about the progress and language development of the student’ (Cheng et al., 2004: 363). 

According to Dunn et al. (2004) it is conducted ‘to show whether or not the learning has been successful, or to clarify the 

expectations of the teachers from the students’. In this respect, most of the studies on language testing and assessment in 

Turkey have been carried out from the perspectives of teachers rather than the students who obviously play the leading 

role in the process. Our study primarily aims to explore the perceptions of students on the foreign language assessment in 

higher education in Turkey. A total number of 120 undergraduate students attending English Language Preparatory 

Programme at a state university in Turkey will take part in the study. They will be assigned a questionnaire consisting of 

several items to reveal their perceptions on the applications of language assessment in higher education. Namely, it will 

investigate their opinions about the significance of assessment in foreign language education, their perceptions on the 

assessment of core language skills, assessment types employed in testing their foreign language development, and types of 

questions used in the tests they are supposed to take throughout an academic year. The study is intended to report the 
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findings to be obtained from the questionnaire and to conclude with some pedagogical implications on language assessment 

in higher education and a few suggestions for further research. 

Selma DURAK ÜĞÜTEN & 

Eda ERCAN DEMİREL 

Necmettin Erbakan 

University (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

15.20- 16.20 

 

Teachers’ Thoughts about Learner Autonomy 

Learner autonomy has been a complex word in foreign language education in the past. It is a kind of concept that cannot 

be easily defined as it has different implications.  In language learning, learner autonomy is important as learners  need to 

communicate in different settings.  For this, they need to acquire skills of independence. Teachers have a new role in this 

sense. There is a great need for teachers to encourage this learner autonomy practice in learning and teaching settings. 

The purpose of this descriptive study is to learn about the teachers’ perceptions about learner autonomy. The data for this 

study have come from 20  teachers  who are all working at Necmettin Erbakan  University, School of Foreign Languages. 

The average age of the randomly selected teachers is 30. Since the focus of the study is their perceptions about learner 

autonomy, the age and sex factors have not been taken into account. 

Selma KARABINAR & 

Mutlu ÇAM  

Marmara University 

& 

Yalova University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room B 

15.50- 16.50 

The Analysis of Request Statements by EFL Learners: A Sociopragmatic Point of View 

With its highly complex nature, pragmatics is basically concerned with the social and contextual factors that affect 

communication. While acquiring the language, native speakers of a language acquire abstract knowledge of social and 

functional rules. However, communication is not easy for L2 learners because although they have a sound knowledge of 

language rules, they have difficulty in dealing with people’s intended meanings, assumptions, purposes and goals and the 

kind of actions performed by a  language user. 

This presentation is based on a study attempted to explore elementary and intermediate EFL learners’ sociopragmatic 

awareness and to see if there is any statistically significant difference according to proficiency levels and gender. The data 

was gathered by a reverse discourse completion test (R-DCT) from 25 elementary and 36 intermediate level learners who 

were studying English at English Preparatory Department of a state university. The R-DCT included eight statements and 

participants were asked to write situations or scenarios in which these statements may be uttered. Participants’ responses 

were assessed in terms of three sociopragmatic variables: relative power of speaker to hearer, distance between speaker 

and hearer and the absolute ranking of imposition.  

The findings of the study presented that intermediate participants are more successful than elementary participants in 

designating the targeted sociopragmatic factors in a conversation situation. Also, independent sample t-test analyses for 

proficiency and gender variables showed that while gender does not cause a significant difference, proficiency creates a 

statistically significant difference in participants’ sociopragmatic awareness. Although elementary level EFL learners are, 

to a certain extent, aware of the social factors such as power, distance and imposition, intermediate level participants have 

much better results by designating roles suitably in most situations and producing more various situations than elementary 

learners.  

Considering educational implications, it can be suggested that teachers should be aware that they should spend time and 

energy to enhance pragmatic competence through which learners can create and maintain effective communication. 

Selma KOYUNCU 

Ministry of National 

Education (Turkey) 

The Perceptions of Ethics and Unethical Behaviors in Language Testing from High-School Students’ Viewpoints 

From the period of the pioneer of philosophers up to now, people have been trying to find out what ‘good’ is. It is certain 

that ethical judgment is really a complex issue. The studies of ethics and ethical behaviors in language assessment and 



29 
 

Session III 

Room A 

11.00- 12.00 

testing field have been popular since the second part of the previous century. Ethical testing may then refer to a set of 

principles of good conduct in doing what language testers do (Stansfield, 1993). Although there have been a great many 

studies on ethics and fairness so far, there are still a number of unanswered questions in the field as a small contribution to 

the studies of ethics and fairness in language testing area. The purpose of the present study was to reveal the perceptions 

of high-school students about tests in terms of whether they were ethical or unethical. In other words, the study firstly 

investigated the students’ opinions about tests and tried to explore their perceptions of tests. Secondly, the study searched 

whether the students found tests as ethical or not and the reasons why they thought tests were ethical or not. Ultimately, 

the study tried to find unethical applications the students had experienced. The participants of the study were fifty high 

school students whose ages ranged 15-18 and they were selected by using convenience sampling method. The researcher 

conducted semi-structured interviews as the basic data collection tool and then recorded a follow-up interview to clarify 

ambiguous points of semi-structured interviews. Data analysis through content analysis emergent coding method revealed 

significant results regarding to ethics in tests and unethical behaviors from students’ viewpoints. The results showed that 

most students’ perceptions of tests were negative and most students believed that tests were not ethical. Moreover, a high 

number of students exposed to unethical behaviors in tests. It displayed those unethical conducts of tests resulted from 

validity, reliability, practicality and test impact. The researcher believed that the results would be beneficial for teachers 

and other stakeholders dealing with ethics and fairness in testing. 

Semire DİKLİ 

Georgia Gwinnett College 

(USA) 
Session III 

Room B 

11.00- 12.00 

Mentoring Experiences of Adult ESL Students 

This presentation focuses on a service learning partnership in which adult English as a Second Language (ESL) students 

in an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) program at a university in the United States (U.S.) mentored young students 

in Boys and Girls Club. While Boys and Girls Club is a non-profit youth development center with several programs in the 

areas of education, health, recreational activities, and teen issues, the focus of this partnership has been to participate in 

their after school tutoring program in various subject areas.  The presenter will address issues including the establishment 

of the relationship between the EAP program and the after school tutoring program, the logistical considerations, the 

structure of both programs, and the benefits to both mentors and mentees. The presenter will also share pictures, excerpts 

from mentoring reports and presentations of EAP students, and other materials of interest to provide insights about the 

mentoring partnership. This session will be particularly beneficial to English Language Teaching (ELT) professionals in 

both higher education and elementary, middle, or high school settings who are interested in establishing a similar type of 

partnership for the benefit of their ESL/EFL students.  

Serdil ILK 

Istanbul Aydın University 

(Turkey) 
Session II 

Room A 

15.50- 16.50 

Turkish EFL Teachers’ Beliefs Regarding Reading Strategies 

The present study aimed to explore EFL teachers’ beliefs regarding reading strategies. In order to identify teachers’ beliefs 

on reading strategies, a questionnaire and semi-structures interviews were used. The study was carried out with 50 

participants working at English preparatory school of Istanbul Aydın University. The obtained data was analyzed by 

utilizing both qualitative and quantitative analysis to investigate whether there is a relationship between teachers’ use of 

strategies and such variables as gender, degree…etc. 
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The results of the study revealed that there aren’t any statistical relationships between the teachers’ gender, degree, years 

of teaching reading and the strategies they use in the classroom. On the other hand, there is a statistical relationship between 

the teachers’ experiences in teaching and the pre-reading strategies they use. 

Sezen BALABAN 

Uludağ University (Turkey) 
Session I 

Room B 

11.30- 12.30 

The Effect of Summarization as a Pre-Listening Technique on EFL Learners’ Written Response to Listening 

Questions at University Prep Classes 

Listening forms a requisite role whilst communication. As for foreign language learning; listening is of paramount 

significance since it yields language input. In respect of students’ notion; listening comprehension is one of the most 

demanding courses. For second language instructors; fostering the students’ listening comprehension skills and preparing 

them as active listeners is a massive challenge. In this manner, this paper presents findings from an action research study 

exploring the impact of summarization technique as a pre-listening activity on EFL learners’ performance in giving correct 

immediate written response to listening comprehension questions. Data were elicited from 15 elementary level university 

prep class students at a state university in Turkey. A comparison between the pre-test and post-test scores demonstrated 

that the subjects achieved significantly higher marks after the treatment classes. The findings suggest that summarized 

exposure to listening passages is a salutary predictor of improved performance. 

Sezen SEYMEN BILGIN 

Kocaeli University (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

13.00- 14.00 

Code Switching Research in Turkish EFL Setting: An Overview of its Practice and Implications in Turkey 

Code switching is a linguistic phenomenon defined as the alternation between two languages in the time of the speaking 

act and has gained a great deal of attention in linguistics and sociolinguistics. Following its emergence in 1950s, research 

on code switching followed a sociolinguist approach aiming to understand the dynamics in bilingual contexts. More 

recently, it has evolved into research which aims to elicit pedagogical implications of the phenomenon in language 

classrooms worldwide. Despite not being favoured by many teachers, the role of code switching in EFL classrooms has 

widely been explored in different language teaching contexts and Turkish EFL context is no exception. This paper aims to 

review the research into code switching in Turkish EFL context along with its implications and to point out the dimensions 

for further research in the field through the lens of an overview. 

Sinem YEŞİLÇÖP & Yonca 

ÖZKAN 
Turgut Özal University & 

Çukurova University (Turkey) 

Session II 

Room A 

14.40- 15.40 

Perceptions on Reflective Teaching Tools 

This study was applied with ten English Language Instructors working at different universities in Turkey. These instructors’ 

perceptions on reflective teaching tools were examined. Already used reflective tools were clarified and instructors’ ideas 

on them were studied. Regarding the benefits of reflective teaching tools, video recording and diary keeping have raised 

reflective awareness in instructors concerning both public and private universities. This study illustrates how important 

reflective teaching tools are for reflective teaching and lifelong learning for instructors via implementing these tools into 

their classes. 

Stefan RATHERTa, Ertan 

ALTINSOYb, Seda BANLIc, 

Yasemin KIRKGÖZd,  
aKahramanmaraş Sütçü 

İmam University, 
bAksaray University, 

Three Leaders’ Leadership Perceptions – Implications for leadership and Management in ELT 

The importance of leadership qualities and practices for the design and development of educational programmes has been 

widely recognized (Bush, 2008; Fullan, 2007). Going beyond managerial tasks, leadership is concerned with the utilisation 

of organisational resources, the articulation of vision and mission and generating an organisational culture through 

participating approaches in decision-making processes. This is of particular significance for reforms in ELT curricula or 



31 
 

cMersin University, 
dÇukurova University 

(Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

15.20- 16.20 

 

modification of material in the educational domain because changes need to be implemented in a way that they become 

institutionalised to be successful. 

This study aims to investigate the leadership perceptions of three leaders working in different professional domains 

(educational institution, medical institution, banking sector) and to put their insights into the perspective of leadership in 

the educational domain, specifically related to ELT. For this reason, a semi-structured interview covering the areas of 

leadership preparation and development, leadership practice and reflection on the nature of leadership was conducted. The 

interviews were transcribed and analysed with content analysis. 

The study has revealed that future and current leaders need to be provided with leadership preparation and ongoing 

development, and leadership also depends on the ability to benefit from professional experience. Furthermore, the 

participants emphasise the need to adopt participating leadership approaches by generating a positive organisational 

culture, delegating responsibilities and providing professional development for staff. For the implementation of change in 

educational settings, the participants’ views indicate the need to provide change managers, mainly, school principles and 

head teachers, with leadership skills and to include teachers in the change processes through distributed leadership. 

Stephen KUNTZ 

University of Alberta 

(Canada) 
Session III 

Room B  

11.00- 12.00 

Trapped by Your Own Words: Paraphrasing, Plagiarism, and the L2 Student 
Students are expected to use source information correctly, frequently being told to put things in their own words, cite 

correctly, and avoid plagiarism.  Often presented and received with apparent transparency, such communication may set 

traps for both students and instructors. All of this can be confusing and demanding for any student and may be particularly 

challenging for L2 learners of English. 

The goals of this workshop are to highlight some of the complexities involved with producing acceptable paraphrasing and 

to reconsider and gain insight into our own practices and explication of paraphrasing and plagiarism.  Additionally, this 

presentation will look at aspect of The Plagiarism Awareness, Prevention, and Skill Building Project as an attempt at the 

University of Alberta to provide academic integrity awareness and skill building materials to both instructors and students 

through on-line resources. We will also consider the need to problematize and acknowledge, inform and educate, skill 

build, and integrate when it comes to teaching proper paraphrasing and warning against the traps of plagiarism. 

Suleyman ÇELIK 

Ishik University (Iraq) 
Session II 

Room B 

14.40- 15.40 

Teaching Reading to Different Intelligences with Multiple Teaching Activities 

Using different types of teaching activities contributes to teaching reading skills at the universities. Reading is a meaning-

making process where linguistic, cognitive, psychology and social factors are at play. University students should know that 

knowing a language at academic level means that they have to understand the written language. They need to master the 

skill of academic reading not only for graduation but also for their future career. It is also significant for lecturers to teach 

reading skills by implementing different types of teaching activities. Due to not all learners alike and they learn differently, 

lecturers should provide them different strategies. This study examines that how two sophomore ELT classes were taught 

by using Gardner’s Multiple Intelligence teaching activities. A questionnaire, a pre-test, post-test and three achievement 

examinations were used to collect data about the student’s assumptions towards reading, to observe their success and how 

their motivation improved during the study. The preliminary results of the study show that students with different 

background initially have different understanding of reading, but those, at the end of a busy academic semester, were 
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successful, motivated and understood how to improve the reading skills. The conclusion can also be drawn that students’ 

level of motivation for academic reading positively correlates with their opinion about themselves as readers. 

Şerife KALAYCI 

Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam 

University (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

13.00- 14.00 

An ESP Course Evaluation at an Engineering Department 

This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of Kahramanmaraş Sütçü İmam University Machine Engineering Department 

English course and the book used in this course through the perspectives of instructors and students. 43 students who 

completed the preparatory school successfully in the 2013-2014 academic year, 3 English instructors teaching the course 

and 2 professors at the department participated in the study. The data were gathered through a self-reported student 

questionnaire and teacher- questionnaire. Also, a semi-structured interview was conducted with the instructors and five 

students. The interviews were transcribed and analysed with content analysis. 

The study has revealed that both the teachers and the students seem to be satisfied with the course book and the syllabus. 

Furthermore, they are aware of the importance of EGP and ESP. However, the participants’ views indicate the need to 

provide the course with enough visual and technological materials. They also mention the need to be supported with extra 

vocabulary activities and worksheets including the terms related to their field. 

Tuğba ŞİMŞEK 

Çukurova University 

(Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room B 

14.10- 15.10 

The Role of Anxiety in Foreign Language Classes: A Focus on Gender 

The aim of this study is to investigate the role of anxiety in foreign language classes. It specifically focuses on student 

gender in order to see if there is a difference between male and female students in terms of foreign language classroom 

anxiety. Speaking skill is also under investigation as a source of foreign language classroom anxiety. The participants are 

4th grade young learners of English who have just been exposed to their first year of English learning in primary school. 

To collect the data, a questionnaire will be used in order to see if there is a difference between males and females regarding 

their anxiety levels in the class; an interview is also conducted to students with high anxiety and low anxiety levels. Results 

show that there is not much difference between female and male students, however males are found to be slightly more 

anxious than females. Communication comprehension, test anxiety and fear of negative evaluation are main reasons of 

foreign language classroom anxiety. In addition, speaking is found to be an anxiety provoking situation of foreign language 

classroom anxiety. 

Ufuk AKDEMİR 

Çankaya Unversity (Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

15.20- 16.20 

 

The Effectiveness of the In-service Training Program on How to Use Moodle in EFL Classes 

Language teaching is getting more and more important day by day. The main need for language teaching arises from the 

fact that people need to find a common way to communicate with others. Therefore, they need to learn each other’s 

languages to a certain extent in order to have a basic successful communication. In this respect, Dimbleby (1998) holds the 

view that communication is the activity of the flow of information between the sender and receiver to convey a certain 

piece of message either intentionally or unintentionally through different means. While the main aim of language teaching 

is to communicate, there is also another important component in this process which is technology. In today’s world, 

technology is developing much faster than anything in the world. In this respect, it is difficult to overlook the place of 

technology in language teaching. The reason for this is that technology is everywhere in our lives which means we are 

living in the age of digital natives. In this study, I focus on the effectiveness of the training program on how to use Moodle 

in EFL (English as a Foreign Language) classes at a private university as a part of the overall in-service training program.  
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The research questions are (1) what kind of training is provided about Moodle, (2) how much of the knowledge that the 

newly recruited instructors get can be put into practice, and (3) how post-training problems are dealt with. 

Yelda ORHON & Recep Şahin 

ARSLAN 

Pamukkale University 

(Turkey) 
Session IV 

Room A 

15.20- 16.20 

 

The Effects of Blog and Portfolio Implementation on Learner Autonomy, Self-Assessment and Achievement 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of blogging and portfolio keeping on a group of prep-class students’ 

autonomy level and self-awareness of their language learning process. In addition, it aimed to contribute to learners’ 

language achievement via the practice of blogging and portfolio. The study lasted for ten weeks with 60 pre-intermediate 

students assigned to three groups; namely portfolio group, blog group and control group. The blog group posted all their 

written work on their personal blogs and provided feedback to peers’ posts and received feedback both from their course 

instructor and peers on their own work. The portfolio group kept their written work in their personal portfolios and received 

feedback from their course instructor on their work. However, there was no implementation in the control group. Data 

were collected through Autonomy Learner Questionnaire, developed by Egel (2003), Self Assessment Checklist, adapted 

by the researchers from the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages, language proficiency exams 

conducted by the School of Foreign Languages of Pamukkale University and post interviews with the students. Findings 

of the study revealed that there was no difference in learners’ autonomy levels and language achievement scores among 

groups after the implementation took place However, self-assessment levels of blog users were found to be higher than the 

portfolio group and control group, which showed that keeping blog helped students see themselves better at language skills. 

Students’ opinions also indicated that blogging and portfolio integration into language classes contributed especially to 

their writing skills and vocabulary knowledge. Therefore, the study suggests that the practice of blogging and portfolio can 

be an effective tool to foster learners’ language learning. 
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full papers: 
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